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Participants 

We would like to invite researchers, educators, and practising teachers of ALL foreign 

languages to take part in our symposium.  

 

Goal 

We would like to address the topic taboo topics in foreign language education from a 

theoretical and practical perspective. Therefore, we welcome presentations with a practical 

and/or theoretical focus. The symposium aims to provide a platform for an exchange of 

theoretical concepts and practical ideas with the opportunity to publish a paper in a volume 

or practical journal. 

 

Programme 

- Plenary talk by Dr John Gray, University College London, UK 

- Presentations by researchers/educators/teachers on a taboo topic  

- Poster presentations by students  

- Workshop: interactive slot for exchanging ideas  

 

Thematic focus 
In the context of education, taboos are often subsumed under the acronym ‘PARNSIP’: 

politics, alcohol, religion, narcotics, sex, isms, communism, and pork – topics that are 

commonly underrepresented in learning materials and textbooks. Moreover, only some 

materials have so far been published that specifically deal with taboo issues in (foreign) 

language education (MacAndrew/Martinez 2001, Linder/Majerus 2016). The focus is on 

theoretical and conceptual outlines in addition to practical applications and lesson sequences. 

Thus, we would like to provide teachers and learners with opportunities to get engaged with 

taboo topics that are central to their human experiences. We therefore welcome 

contributions on suitable taboo topics such as: 

 Cultural taboos: cultural norms, prejudices and stereotypes, racism, dietary taboos, 

taboo activities, religious and class conflicts, linguistic taboos 



 

 

 Relationships: ways of living together and apart, marriage, divorce, long-distance 

relationships, age gap relationships, objectophilia, LGBTQ families and adoption 

 Sex: sex education, STDs, HIV, cultural differences in sexuality, abortion 

 LGBTQ/gender issues: changing sex, personal identification, transgenderism  

 Consumerism: zero waste vs. mass consumption, out-of-hand consumerism, 

environmental risks, environmental footprint, boycotting/buycotting 

 Traditional and modern forms of violence: terrorism, gun-shootings, stalking, economic 

violence, organised violence, sexual and gender violence, cyberbullying    

 Drugs: use/distribution of drugs, health risks, legalising drugs 

 Addictions: workaholism, shopaholism, internet addiction disorder, sugar addiction 

 Human rights: prostitution/sex for sale, death penalty, right to death with dignity 

 Illnesses: eating disorders, depression, OCD, anxiety disorder 

The aim of integrating taboo topics is not to enhance personal stress or fear. Rather than 

provoking extreme and very negative emotional responses or creating unwanted conflicts in 

the classroom, a focus should be on developing a greater understanding of particular topics 

from different cultural perspectives by, for instance, analysing news alerts and fictional or 

nonfictional texts or inspecting taboo language. The idea is to engage learners with the 

complex world that they are growing into and to support them in actively discussing perennial 

and critical issues that occur on a daily basis.  

 

Registration  

Please register by 01 June 2020 via email (theresa.summer@uni-wuerzburg.de) and indicate 

whether you would  

- option A) like to participate (with the possibility of teaming up with like-minded 

colleagues at the symposium to work on a project together) 

- option B) like to contribute in the form of a 30 min presentation (optionally in English 

or German). 

If you would like to contribute, please attach a Word document to your registration with the 

following content: your name, institution/school, e-mail address, short bio, working title, 

short abstract (200 words). 

 

Publication possibilities 

After the symposium, we aim to publish a volume that addresses taboo topics in foreign 

language education from various perspectives.   

 

We look forward to working with you! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Christian & Theresa  


